
educating, enriching, and empowering children and families

Annual Report

2019



To educate, enrich, and empower children

and families.

Our Vision

To help build a just and equitable society, the Carole
Robertson Center for Learning in partnership with
families, will be a beacon of best practices, innovation
and impact in early childhood and youth development.

Who We Are

The Carole Robertson Center for Learning is a private non-profit organization serving more than 1,000 children and
their families on the west side of Chicago. The Carole Robertson Center for Learning pairs high-quality education
for children with one-on-one support services to open opportunities for the whole family. Programs reach children
at every stage of development —from birth to age 17. Children with special needs are welcome in all programs.
Current programs include: center-based and home-based early childhood programs for ages birth through five years,
school age programming for children through age 17, and extensive support services for all families.
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Our Mission



Dear Carole Robertson Center Partners,

Fiscal Year 2019 brought about an amazing period of accomplishment and growth for the
Carole Robertson Center for Learning. In this report we share the achievements of our stellar
team and detail our continued commitment to providing high quality education for the children
and families we serve.  Carter and I were thrilled to both be in our respective roles for a full
year to support Carole Robertson Center’s extraordinary mission every step of the way.
 
On this page are a few notable accomplishments that have set us on course for years to come.
In the pages that follow, you’ll see the extraordinary work that brings our mission and vision to
life each and every day and demonstrates our commitment to building promising futures across
the communities we serve.

For 45 years, the Carole Robertson Center has remained a trusted partner to our communities
by providing high quality early childhood and out-of-school time programs because we are by
the community, for the community and with the community in our approach. Through deeper
connections, strategic focus, and an ever-lasting commitment to nurture the potential of each
child, we will deliver on our mission in the months and years ahead.

None of this is possible without the steadfast partnership and trust of our champions and allies
across, including our Board of Directors, staff and families. This unwavering support and
confidence will enable the Carole Robertson Center to soar to new heights as a leader in early
childhood education and youth development in the coming years.

Building a strong executive team
This year, we welcomed our VP of Programs and
Impact, Director of Out-of-School Time
Programs, and VP of Finance to our executive
team. Each bring a diverse set of experiences and
perspectives to this leadership team, allowing us
to further enhance the performance and
execution of our work.

Forging strong partnerships with community
stakeholders

Providing truly comprehensive supports for our
children and families requires meaningful
collaborations with other stakeholders in the
communities our families call home. This year, we
focused on forging these crucial partnerships with
neighborhood associations such as the North
Lawndale Community Coordinating Council and
the Marshall Square Resource Network, and local
schools to ensure that we work collaboratively
with other leaders in our communities to meet
the needs of those we serve.

Investing in program evaluation and continuous
improvement efforts:

With higher program quality comes deeper
impact for those we serve. This year, we
deepened our commitment to continuous
improvement by investing more resources in
training and building our Learning and Evaluation
Team to lead the Center in program evaluation
and continuous quality improvement. Their work,
in part, spurred the launch of our Bridging
Academic and Social-Emotional Supports into
Kindergarten (BASES-K) initiative that you’ll read
more about in the pages to come.

Launching our strategic planning process
After grounding myself in the Center and its
work, we launched a strategic planning process to
guide our work over the next three years. This
required us to think critically about where we are
and where we want to be and how we will better
serve our children and families. Stay tuned for
subsequent communications where we’ll share
more details about this process.

Reimagining our youth development programs
The Carole Robertson Center started as an
afterschool program for youth in 1976. In 2019,
we reaffirmed our dedication to honoring this
legacy and history. Our new Director of Out-of-
School Programs is leading our efforts to
reimagine our youth program and ensure that we
are serving the 0-17 continuum.

AccomplishmentsLetter from the Chairman of the Board and CEO

Carter Culver

Board Chairman
Bela Moté

CEO

Carter Culver Bela Moté
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The Carole Robertson Center for Learning was named after

Carole Robertson, one of four little girls who was killed in the

1963 16th St Baptist Church bombing in Birmingham, Alabama. In

September 2018, we rededicated ourselves to our mission and to

working in memory of the four little girls as we do every five

years. We were joined by our friends at the Jack and Jill

Foundation of America in this celebration of our mission, our

wokr, and the lives of Carole, Denise, Addie, and Cynthia. 

REDEDICATING OURSELVES TO OUR MISSION



OUR PROGRAMS
PROVIDING PATHWAYS TO GROWTH

Children Served 2018 – 2019 by Program

56.22% center-

based programs

22.02%

partnerships

21.75% home-

based programs

Children Served by Age

45% 

birth-3

38.3%

3-5

16.7%

5-12
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The Carole Robertson Center for Learning is proud to offer every early childhood service delivery model:

center-based, home visiting, a network of family childcare homes, and microcenters (preschool

classrooms staffed and operated by the Center located in local charter elementary schools). This diverse

delivery model ensures families can choose the high-quality option that works best for them - whatever

that may be.



CULTURALLY-RESPONSIVE CARE

Page 6, carolerobertsoncenter.org

The Carole Robertson Center for Learning provides year-

round, full day programming in Black and Brown

communities on Chicago's West Side. We recruit teachers

and staff from these communities so that our learners are

surrounded by people who understand their culture and

racial and/or ethnic background. Our executive leadership

team shares this diversity, with women comprising 90% of

the team, and women of color 45%.

56%
Black/African American

35%
Hispanic/Latinx

9%
Other/Multi-Racial

Our Learners
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Literacy

Language

Cognitive

Percent of Children Meeting or Exceeding Developmental Standards by Content Area

Our programs utilize Creative Curriculum, a curriculum

designed to respond to the child's innate curiosity and desire

to learn.  Our internal Learning and Evaluation team uses

Creative Curriculum's linked assessment tool, Teaching

Strategies GOLD, to track children's developmental progress

throughout the program year. These assessments allow

program leadership to identify opportunities for growth,

disparities in development across age groups, and the

professional development needs of teachers.

Social
Emotional

Physical

Math

MEASURING OUR IMPACT



GOING BEYOND EDUCATION
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Continuous
Dental Care

Continuous
Accessible Medical

Care

All Required
Immunizations

Health Insurance

Ages 0-3 Ages 3-5

Our program pairs high quality education and enrichment for children with individualized supports for the whole

family. Our Family Support Services team works with each family to identify specific areas of need and then help

families meet those needs. This work is coupled with partnerships with local health care providers and welfare

agencies to ensure all families in our programs have a comprehensive network of support for whatever their needs

may be.

In the 2018-2019 program year, our support services
ensured that children in our program had:



Building school readiness skills for the transition to kindergarten in partnership with

families and schools is a key to ensuring young children served by the Center can begin

their elementary education academically and social emotionally ready. This

understanding led to the creation of Center's innovative Bridging Academic and Social

Emotional Supports into Kindergarten (BASES-K) initiative. 

BASES-K posits the idea that there are three legs of support for each school-age child:

the early learning and after-school provider (Carole Robertson Center for Learning),

the local school, and the family. With this understanding, this initiative seeks to build

strong partnerships between families, preschool teachers at the Center, kindergarten

teachers and school administrators. This work is grounded in 3 key components:

READY FOR KINDERGARTEN, 
READY FOR LIFE
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Breaking barriers by creating spaces for dialogue

between schools, families, preschool, and

kindergarten teachers.

Building the capacity of families to advocate for and

support their children and each other.

Supporting teachers through ongoing learning,

reflection, practice and coaching.

Through this work and through thoughtful and intentional

data sharing between the Center and local elementary

schools, we are able to ensure that when children leave

are our preschool programs, they are ready for

kindergarten and ready for life. 

Kindergarten Readiness

Language

Cognitive

Math

Literacy

Social Emotional



Page 10, carolerobertsoncenter.org

The Carole Robertson Center first opened its doors as an after school program, and

our commitment to serving children out-of-school time has only deepened. In 2019,

we welcomed our Director of Out-of-School Time Programs, Kenny Riley, to further

deepen the impact and elevate the quality of these programs that serve youth ages 5-

17 both after school and full-day during the summer. Through engaging our youth, we

have developed a program that not only supports youth academically, but allows them

to develop and pursue career interests. We build bridges to the world through

engaging activities including; excursions to colleges, museums, and conferences,

providing our youth with different environments and exposing them to a range of

diverse experiences, such as building drones or recording their own original music.

ELEVATING YOUTH VOICE



FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial
statements and can be provided upon request.



THANK YOU TO OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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$1 to $500

Joseph and Martha  Abbate

Heather  Abbosh

Anna Maureen  Agos

Jeffrey and Julie  Akers

Ahmad  Aladawi

Olga  Alamo

Sarai  Aldana

Pam  Aliabadi

Maysan  Alshaar

Sonya  Anderson

Mamie  Andry

Blair  Anstaett

Keith  Arnold

Oscar  Arreola

Brenda  Asare

Ryan  Bach

Brianna  Baker

Marilynn  Baloque

David  Bang

Tiara  Bankhead

Lucretia  Bankston

Francisca  Barajas

Jill  Baricovich

Peri  Barokas

Dawn  Barrett

Kevin  Barry

Jayson  Belmonte

Akshi  Bhatia

Chiranjib  Bhowmik

Ashley  Blais

Barbara  Boney

Anna  Bradford-Clark Nelson

David and Mary  Brett

Michael  Brody

Angela  Brown

Myra  Buettner

Relbue  Burgess

Kristian  Burkhardt

Olivia  Carberry

Christina  Cardoza

Anthony and Carol  Carfang

Iris  Carr

Martina  Carter

Karina  Casanova

Alicia  Castaneda-Rodriguez

Mayra  Cepeda

Deborah  Chalmers

Shante  Chatman

Aporna  Chndel

Lenartha  Christian

Dennis  Chudoba

Kaman  Cipi

Stephen  Co, MD

Madelyn  Coar

John  Coffman

Donald  Cole

Reynee  Coleman-Wilson

Rosetta  Collins

Katherine  Colon

Gloria  Connell

Cassandra  Contreras

Victoria  Cooke

Sonja  Crum Knight

Dorothy  Dahe

Marilyn  Darnall

Gloria  Davis

Kevin-Marie  Davis

Maria  Del Rosario Pena

Nicholas  Demet

John  Doggett

Tatyana  Drakhlis

Tashae  Dukes

Vicki  Dunn

Kate  Ebaugh

Sheila  Elberts

Jamellah  Ellis

Katya  Enlace

Jeanne  Enright

Guillermo  Escalada

Jennifer  Estrada

Caroline  Evans

Allison  Evans

Janessa  Exkano

Brooke  Ferguson

Tierra  Finkley

Carolyn  Flanagan

Deanna  Fleming-Fraizer

Roxanne  Flores

Carrie  Flynn

Peter  Fogel

Stephanie  Frenzel

Rosalle  Gaines

Michael and Erin  Gallagher

Esther  Garcia

Sam  Garentano

Scott and Lisa  Gendell

Tracey  Glawe

Natasha  Goburdhun

Azucena  Gonzalez

Nekeya  Goston

Tyler  Gross

Taruna  Gupta

Andrew  Hahm
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THANK YOU TO OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS

$1 to $500 (continued)

Tondra Hamlin

Rose Hanks

Tyler Hanson

Alison Harkins

Jamyra Hatley

Trish Anne Haywood

John Hedeman

Dorothy Henderson

Denise Hernandez

Richard and Deborah Hessert

Benjamin Ho

Barbara Hoffman

Diamond Holder

Ian Hood

Laura Hopkins

Michelle Hoy-Watkins

Stephanie Inis

Joneta Jackson

Estelle James

April Janney

Valerie Jardon

Lynn Jasperson

Ann Johnson

Christine Johnson

Tonnette Johnson

Marybeth and Booker Jones

Naressa Jones

Evonne P. Jones

Miesha Jordan

Georgia Jordan

Neerali Joshi

Sarah Juergens

Fred and Dawn Kakumba

Joseph Kaplan

Margaret Kibaya

Kathy Kloppenburg

Jennifer Kolar

Julie Kolkebeck

Nancy Konieczki

Debbie Konkol

Jonathan Korengold

Matthew Krecun

Meg Krulee

Joanne Kushner

Peter LaHaie

Secia Larnce

Nastane Le Bec

Vincent and Ann Leigh

Mitchell Leshchiner

Sorel Lira

Courtney Lockhart

Adam Long

Rebecca Lopez

Kim Luegers

Brian Mackto

Lilia Marquez

Laura Martin

Rosa Martinez

Vidal Martinez

Lisa Matthews

Barbara McCauley

Martina McCline

Barnett McNeil

Talana McPherson

Sherrie Medina

Janice Meola

Carol Merrill

Mercedes Merritt

Carmela Merriwether

Andrew Metcalfe

Alan and Joanne Meyers

Kristina Milberg

Stef Milczarek

Alphia Miller

Martika Minniefield

Cheyenne Montijo

Shani Moore Weatherby

Kianna Morris
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THANK YOU TO OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS

$1 to $500 (continued)

Paul Morris

Andrew Morun

Josh Moskovits

Tangler Motley

Janese Mull

Nigel and Tracey Mullis

Art Murnan

Scott Musial

Jim and Kate Mutchnik

Pushpalatha Muthusamy

Judith Mziray

Kara Nagel

Kevin Nameth

Geri Nelson

Harry and Vanessa Nelson

Lakesha Nelson

Verla Nichols

Natasha Noel

Greta Nolan

Ami Novoryta

Nestor Nunez

Anastasia O'Brien

Michael O'Brien

Maria Ocampo

Alexander Ogle

Isis Owens

Azline Owens

Jennefer Palmer

Arjun Pandya

Mahendra Pandya

Linda Passamentt

Pattie Patrick

Katie Patton

Louay and Sylvia Pauls

Emily Pauls

Angelina Paz

Gabrielle Penn

Stephanie Perkowski

Rocio Pineda

Michelle Pitre-Young

Jermaine Pittman

Randolph Plagata

Laura Podlesny

Lolita Polk

Chrystal Pozin

Levora President

Gaile Pugh Gratton

Kenny Riley

Gloria Riley

James and Patricia Robertson

Dianne Robertson Braddock

Blanca Rodriguez

Edgardo Rodriguez

Shana Rodriguez

Imani Roinson

Sarah Rojas

Vickie Roman

David Rominsky

Antonio J.  Rosario

Juleigh Ruby

Marcy Rumsfeld

Jill Runk

Rathi Sahgal

Fatima Salgado

Crystal Sanders

Dorothy Santowski

Janice Sassetti, LLC

Ashley Scott

Jill Selgrad

Anne Semik

John Shapland

Mari Sherwan

Sope Shopeju

Jasmine Simmons

Shelley Ann Simon 

Michael Simoneau

Jennifer S. Simpson

Ashley Sims
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THANK YOU TO OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS

$1 to $500 (continued)

Ajaydeep Singh

Brian Small

Melissa Smith

Suman Sood

Jennifer Spencer

Bobby Springer

Cora Ssengoba

James Stockley

Janica Stokes

Jean Stoll

Cedar Strack

Elba Suarez

Kyle Sundell

Najeeb Syed

Craig Takehara

Luvy Talavery

Celeste Tarver

George Tattersall

John Taylor

Vaibhav Thate

Melissa Thomas

Ryan Thomas

Paul and Sandy Thompson

Gregory Tietzer

Iris Torres

Lilac Torres

Jana Tortora

Christina Totton

Kiera Travis

Takeyiah Treadwell

Jewerystine Tribble

Emmanuel Tyler

Valerie Tyler

Lynn Tyleshia

Vic Vanek

Blanca Vasquez

Yecenia Velazquez

Elidia Villagomez

Carlos and Reina Villalobos

Thomas Villiger

Vicente Viteri

Joyce Wade

James and Valerie Walker

Patricia Walker

Marget Washington

Violet Washington

Kevin Watford

Renee Watkins

Jekitta Watts

Candace Wells

Darryl Welton

Jameka White

Blanche White

Kerrie White

Stephanie White

Joann Wilder

Elisabeth Williams

Scott Williams

Kevin and Laura Wilson

Cass Wolfe

Edward Wood

Noemi Woods

Liz Woodward

Elizabeth Wright

Jack Wuest

Tiffany Wyatt

Hanwenbo Yang

Rajtilak Yarramasu

Daisy Zavala

Jasmine Zavala

Benjamin Zhang
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THANK YOU TO OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS

$501 to $1,000

Over $5,000

Eric & Tammy SteeleCarter & Donna CulverJohn Blasi & Kathy Stohr Karl & Deb Koenig

Krystal Baez

Steve Bogira

Kimberlyn de Buhr

Leticia Diaz

Christopher and Christine

Donnelly

Matthew Ewing

Fisayo Famoye

Brandis and Jason Friedman

Peter Gilchrist

Ethan Gillani

Megan Lehrman

Eric LePenske

Elizabeth Lewis

Joseph and Judith Pevarnik

Suresh Pinjarkar

Karen Raino

Laura Renaldo

Deborah Scott

Eugene Tkalitch & Associates

Shrinal Vyas

$1,001 to $5,000
Ann Marie and Joe Arden

Dennis and Jackie Aron

Christine Brambila

John and Denise Burns

Michael Casey

Jeffrey and April Diehl

Jessica and Scott Gaito

Mike Graham

Larry and Mary Mages

Nina Mote

Bela and Rajiv Moté 

Christy Nelson

Gail Nelson

Scott Payant

David Robertson

Federico Rodriguez

Megan Schroeder

Cathern Smith

John Smith

Lois Steans

Allyson and Raymond Wynn



Accenture 

Adams Street Partners 

AmazonSmile Foundation 

American Institute for Research 

Ballard RN Center v. Kohls's Pharmacy and Homecare

Bonanza Productions

COTG

DBS Microsystems Inc.

DD&A

Deluxe Corporation Foundation

Doing Good, LLC

Erie Insurance

Eugene Tkalitch & Associates

Exelon

Fifth Third Bank

Sassetti, LLC 

Kroger

Learn It Systems

Lockton Companies

THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATION AND FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS
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MAPSCorp

Micro-Tech USA

Morningstar

National Black Child Development 

Institute

Network Volunteers

NHS Global Events

Novantas

Robert Half Management Resources

Saint Anthony Hospital

Susquehanna

International Group, LLP

Illinois Action for Children

Anonymous

The Brinson Foundation

CME Group Community Foundation

The Crown Family Philanthropies

Marshall Square Resource Network

William G. McGowan Charitable Fund

Steans Family Foundation

United Way of Metro Chicago

CORPORATE PARTNERS

FOUNDATION PARTNERS



THANK YOU FOR THE IN-KIND SUPPORT
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360 Active Recovery

ABC7 Chicago

Accenture DayNine

Adams Street Partners

Adventure Stage

Chicago Bulls / White Sox Youth    Academy

Chicago Athletic Clubs

Chicago Children's Theatre

Chicago Sky Cares

Chicago Voyagers

CME Group Community Foundation

Conrad Chicago

Cook County States Attorney Office

Copper Fiddle Distillery

CorePower Yoga

Court Theatre

Crowne Plaza Chicago West Loop

CSz Theater Chicago

Deloitte

DePauw University Alumni Association

Devon Seafood and Steak

DLG Development LLC

Drury Hotels

El Milagro

Four Seasons Hotels

Frank Lloyd Wright Trust

Harley-Davidson Museum

Hawkeye's Bar and Grill

Health Source of Wicker Park

Heitman

Hilton Garden Inn Arvada Denver

Hilton Orlando

Improv

Intercontinental Chicago Magnificent Mile

Jane Addams Resource Corporation

Joffrey Ballet Chicago

Kendall College

Lakeshore Learning Materials

Le Meridien Chicago - Oakbrook Center

Lockton Companies

Loews Chicago

London House Chicago

Lynfred Winery Management

Marriott Resort Fort Lauderdale Harbor

Beach

Midway Partnership

MontBleu Resort Casino and Spa

Museum of Contemporary Art

Navy Pier

NBC Sports Chicago

New York Marriott Marquis

NHS Global Events

Nicole H. Dinsmore & Shohl LLC

North Lawndale Employment Network

Novantas

Printable Promotions

PRP Wine International

Red Rock Casino & Resort

Reinhart Foodservice

Reverie Salon

Ritz-Carlton, Dove Mountain

Rivers Casino

Rosen Shingle Creek

Shedd Aquarium

Sheraton Chicago O'Hare

St. Louis Union Station Hotel

Studio Us

Swissotel Chicago

The Albert Chicago

The Brinson Foundation

The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas

The Erin Copeland Building Minds with

Books

The Field Museum

The Langham, Chicago

THE PROM

The Second City

The Westin Las Vegas

The Wigwam Resort

TVM Productions, Inc

US Grant Hotel

W South Beach

Wines 'Til Sold Out

Zanies Comedy Club



Dulce Dominguez
Director, Parent/Family Policy Council
Parent Representative

Tondra Hamlin*
Director
Parent Representative
John H. Stroger Jr. Hospital

Naressa Jones*
Director
Parent Representative
Student

Maribel Lopez*
Director
Alumni Parent Representative
Lawndale Christian Health Center

Lakesha Nelson*
Director
Alumni Representative
Neighborhood Housing Services of
Chicago

Dave Robertson*
Community Representative, Director
Deluxe Corporation

Nick Scodro
Community Representative, Director
RBN Insurance Services

John Smith*
Community Representative, Director
Head of Human Resources, ACH Food
Companies

Joanne Steinback
Community Representative, Director

Dianne Robertson Braddock*
Robertson Family Representative,
Honorary
Retired

Jamellah Braddock Ellis*
Robertson Family Representative,
Honorary
Owner, Curl Theory

Bela Moté*
Chief Executive Officer, Ex-Officio
Carole Robertson Center for Learning
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Carter Culver*
President
Community Representative
Exelon Corporation

Jessica Gaito*
Vice President
Community Representative
Neurocrine Bioscience

Christine Brambila*
Secretary
Alumni Representative
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign School of Social Work

John Blasi*
Treasurer
Community Representative
Accenture

Jewerystine (DiDi) Tribble*
Director
Alumni Parent Representative
Saint Anthony Hospital

CURRENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
*Served on the board of directors during the 2019 Fiscal Year



www.carolerobertsoncenter.org

CaroleRobertsonCenterforLearning @TheCRCL@the_CRCL

Administrative Offices

1111 S Western Ave, Suite B

Chicago, IL 60612

(312) 243-7300

North Lawndale

3701 W Ogden Ave

Chicago, IL 60623

(773) 522-8400

Little Village

2929 W 19th St

Chicago, IL 60623

(773) 521-1600

Microcenter Locations

Center Locations

Center-Based Partner

Family Child Care Home


